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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the Request for 
Continued Examination filed on 19 October 2010. Claims 1, 26, 29 and 36 have been 
amended (per Claims filed on 9 September 2010). Claims 35, 37, 41 and 42 have be 
cancelled (per Claims filed on 9 September 2010). Claims 2, 5-25, 27 and 28 were 
previously cancelled. Claims 1, 3, 4, 26, 29-34, 36 and 38-40 are pending in this 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks pgs. 7-11, filed 9 September 2010 with 
respect to claims 1, 3, 4, 26, 29-34, 36 and 38-40 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4, 26, 29-34, 36 and 38-40 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as set forth below. 

35 U.S.C 112, & h Paragraph 

4. The claimed limitations of claims 1 and 29 have been treated under 35 U.S.C. 
112, sixth paragraph. 
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Claim Objections 

5. The amendment to the Claims was received on 9 September 2010. The 
objection to claims 35, 37, 41 and 42 is moot in view of the cancellation of the 
respective claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 4, 26, 29-34, 36 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,586,254 (hereinafter Kondo) in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 7,650,520 B2 (hereinafter Schaffer). 

7. As per claim 1, Kondo teaches a control device (Fig. la, element 102) for 
controlling components of a building (col. 18, lines 20-34, col. 19, lines 4-6, col. 27, 
lines 63-67 and col. 28, lines 1-5), comprising: 

control means (Fig. la, element 103) for changing a configuration of at least one 
component configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the 
color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner, changing display symbols) of 
components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34); 
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acquiring means for acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); and 
determining means for determining an importance (i.e. the magnitude of 

significance of the fault) of said status information acquired by said acquiring means 

(col. 27, lines 40-54), 

wherein, based on said importance of said status information acquired by 
said acquiring means, said control means deforms (i.e. changing display 
symbols) a shape of a shape-variable member (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, 
lines 6-14). 

Kondo does not expressly teach said control means applies current to a shape- 
variable member disposed around a point of entry in said building to transform said 
shape-variable member from a shape-fixed state to a shape-variable state to physically 
deform a shape of said shape-variable member or controls power supply to an electric 
socket disposed in said building to physically change said configuration. 

Shaffer teaches controlling power supply (via Fig. 2B, element 258) to an electric 
socket (Fig. IB, element 112; i.e. intelligent electrical outlet) disposed in said building 
(Fig. IB, element 102) to physically change said configuration (col. 4, lines 33-43 and 
col. 7, lines 40-64; i.e. controlling power to intelligent electrical outlets). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Kondo to include controlling 
power supply to an electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said 
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configuration to effectively redistribute the timing of power consumption, thus 
alleviating potential power crises, and providing an automatic system for users to bid 
for lower cost power, and hence providing an automatic system for power companies to 
sell power during low power consumption periods (col. 2, lines 5-11). 

8. As per claim 3, Kondo teaches as set forth above said status information is 
information indicating the status illumination in said component (col. 30, lines 29-61). 

9. As per claim 4, Kondo teaches as set forth above a status information storing 
means (Fig. 11, element 900) which stores a list (Fig. 11, element 903) relating to said 
status information (col. 20, lines 10-19, col. 26, lines 52-58 and col. 27, lines 43-54). 

10. As per claim 26, Kondo teaches a control method of a control device (Fig. la, 
element 102) for controlling components of a building (col. 18, lines 20-34, col. 19, 
lines 4-6, col. 27, lines 63-67 and col. 28, lines 1-5) including: 

changing a configuration of at least one component (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 
28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged 
manner, changing display symbols) of components making up said building (col. 18, 
lines 20-34); 

acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); and 
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determining an importance (i.e. the magnitude of significance of the fault) of 
said status information (col. 27, lines 40-54), 

wherein, based on said importance of said status information, said 
changing the configuration of at least one component (col. 26, lines 45-58 and 
col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in 
enlarged manner, changing display symbols) of components making up said 
building (col. 18, lines 20-34) deforming (i.e. changing display symbols) a shape 
of a shape-variable member disposed in said building (col. 26, lines 45-58 and 
col. 28, lines 6-14). 

Kondo does not expressly teach applying current to a shape-variable member 
disposed around a point of entry in said building to transform said shape-variable 
member from a shape-fixed state to a shape-variable state to physically deform a shape 
of said shape-variable member or controls power supply to an electric socket disposed 
in said building to physically change said configuration. 

Shaffer teaches controlling power supply (via Fig. 2B, element 258) to an electric 
socket (Fig. IB, element 112; i.e. intelligent electrical outlet) disposed in said building 
(Fig. IB, element 102) to physically change said configuration (col. 4, lines 33-43 and 
col. 7, lines 40-64; i.e. controlling power to intelligent electrical outlets). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Kondo to include controlling 
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power supply to an electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said 
configuration to effectively redistribute the timing of power consumption, thus 
alleviating potential power crises, and providing an automatic system for users to bid 
for lower cost power, and hence providing an automatic system for power companies to 
sell power during low power consumption periods (col. 2, lines 5-11). 

11. As per claim 29, Kondo teaches a building (col. 19, lines 4-6, col. 27, lines 63-67 
and col. 28, lines 1-5) comprising: 

control means (Fig. la, element 103) for changing a configuration of at least one 
component (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, 
flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner, changing display symbols) of 
components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34); 

acquiring means for acquiring status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); and 
determining means for determining an importance (i.e. the magnitude of 
significance of the fault) of said status information acquired by said acquiring means 
(col. 27, lines 40-54), wherein, 

based on said importance of said status information acquired by said acquiring 
means, said control means deforms (i.e. changing display symbols) a shape of a shape- 
variable member disposed in said building (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14). 

Kondo does not expressly teach applying current to a shape-variable member 
disposed around a point of entry disposed in said building to transform said shape- 



Application/Control Number: 10/570,617 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2121 

variable member from a shape-fixed state to a shape-variable state to physically deform 
a shape of said shape-variable member in said building or controls power supply to an 
electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said configuration. 

Shaffer teaches controlling power supply (via Fig. 2B, element 258) to an electric 
socket (Fig. IB, element 112; i.e. intelligent electrical outlet) disposed in said building 
(Fig. IB, element 102) to physically change said configuration (col. 4, lines 33-43 and 
col. 7, lines 40-64; i.e. controlling power to intelligent electrical outlets). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Kondo to include controlling 
power supply to an electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said 
configuration to effectively redistribute the timing of power consumption, thus 
alleviating potential power crises, and providing an automatic system for users to bid 
for lower cost power, and hence providing an automatic system for power companies to 
sell power during low power consumption periods (col. 2, lines 5-11). 

12. As per claim 30, Kondo teaches as set forth above the control device according 
to claim 1, wherein, based on said status information acquired by said acquiring means, 
said control means displays images on an inner portion of said building to visually 
change said configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the 
color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner). 
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13. As per claim 31, Kondo teaches as set forth above based on said status 
information changing a configuration of at least one component (col. 26, lines 45-58 
and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged 
manner, changing display symbols) of components making up said building (col. 18, 
lines 20-34) displays images on an inner portion of said building to visually change said 
configuration (col. 26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, 
flashing on or off, displaying in enlarged manner). 

14. As per claim 32, Kondo teaches as set forth above based on said status 
information acquired by said acquiring means, said control means displays images on 
an inner portion of said building to visually change said configuration (col. 26, lines 45- 
58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. changing the color, flashing on or off, displaying in 
enlarged manner). 

15. As per claim 33, Kondo teaches as set forth above said status information 
includes information indicating illumination in said component (col. 30, lines 29-61). 

16. As per claim 34, Kondo teaches as set forth above status information storing 
means (Fig. 11, element 900) for storing a list (Fig. 11, element 903) relating to said 
status information (col. 20, lines 10-19, col. 26, lines 52-58 and col. 27, lines 43-54). 
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17. As per claim 36, Kondo teaches as control device for controlling components of a 
building, comprising: 

a control unit (Fig. la, element 103) configured to change a configuration of at 
least one component of components making up said building (col. 18, lines 20-34, col. 
19, lines 4-6, col. 27, lines 63-67 and col. 28, lines 1-5); 

an acquiring unit configured to acquire status information (col. 26, lines 4-52); 

and 

a determining unit configured to determine an importance (i.e. the magnitude of 
significance of the fault) of said status information acquired by said acquiring unit (col. 
27, lines 40-54), 

wherein, based on said importance of said status information acquired by 
said acquiring unit, said control unit deforms (i.e. changing display symbols) a 
shape of a shape-variable member disposed in said building (col. 26, lines 45-58 
and col. 28, lines 6-14). 

Kondo does not expressly teach applying current to a shape-variable member 
disposed around a point of entry in said building to transform said shape-variable 
member from a shape-fixed state to a shape-variable state to physically deform a shape 
of said shape-variable member disposed in said building or controls power supply to an 
electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said configuration. 
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Shaffer teaches controlling power supply (via Fig. 2B, element 258) to an electric 
socket (Fig. IB, element 112; i.e. intelligent electrical outlet) disposed in said building 
(Fig. IB, element 102) to physically change said configuration (col. 4, lines 33-43 and 
col. 7, lines 40-64; i.e. controlling power to intelligent electrical outlets). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teaching of Kondo to include controlling 
power supply to an electric socket disposed in said building to physically change said 
configuration to effectively redistribute the timing of power consumption, thus 
alleviating potential power crises, and providing an automatic system for users to bid 
for lower cost power, and hence providing an automatic system for power companies to 
sell power during low power consumption periods (col. 2, lines 5-11). 

18. As per claim 38, Kondo teaches as set forth above said status information is 
information indicating the status illumination in said component (col. 30, lines 29-61). 

19. As per claim 39, Kondo teaches as set forth above a status information storing 
means (Fig. 11, element 900) for storing a list (Fig. 11, element 903) relating to said 
status information (col. 20, lines 10-19, col. 26, lines 52-58 and col. 27, lines 43-54). 

20. As per claim 40, Kondo teaches as set forth above said control unit displays 
images on an inner portion of said building to visually change said configuration (col. 



Application/Control Number: 10/570,617 
Art Unit: 2121 

26, lines 45-58 and col. 28, lines 6-14; i.e. 
displaying in enlarged manner). 
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changing the color, flashing on or off, 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to controlling remote devices. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,818,710 discloses an electric socket that is locally or remotely 
controlled. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENNIFER L. NORTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3694. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 

800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Albert DeCady/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2121 

/JLN/ 



